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Democratic Party of Hawaii – Oahu County General Membership Meeting Minutes

Date:

November 30, 2006

Time:

6:00 p.m.

Location:
Democratic Party Headquarters

Attending:
A. Amaral, (OCC Chair); Allicyn Tasaka, (Vice Chair); Jalna Keala, (Secretary); Debi Hartman, Helen Rauer, Tom Dickey (31-03), Lisa Dickey(31-03), Rich Halverson(17-07), Andrei Soto (17-06), David Monk (17-07), Amy Monk (17-07), Bill Woods-Bateman (30-01), Bob Schacht (25-04), Lynne Matusow, Chuck Prentiss (Reg. IX), Glenn Ida (48-03), Alvin Toder (34-05), Charley Ice (Reg.V), Karl Minke (28-04), Jim Wood (Dist 49), Arvid Youngquist (27-05), Scott Shelby Foster, Kevin Killeen, Rep. Tom Brower, Jo-Ann Adams.

	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Motion/Action

	I.  Call to Order

II.  Approval of the Minutes

III. Treasurer’s Report

IV. Reports from Region Chairs

V.  Old Business

a.  GOTV

 b.  District Concerns

VI. New Business

· Unanticipated expense

   a.  Good Neighbor Store

b. Create Committees

- Legislative follow up

 -Organizing Committee

c.  Voter Id Program

d. Special Convention 2007

       Proposal

 e. Queen Street move

f. Ed Clayton

  g.  Manual update

h.  Governor Dean letter

VII.  Announcements

         - Deputy Chairs

        - Iwase fundraiser

VIII.   Next meeting

          - Adjournment


	Chair Annelle Amaral called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m

The Chair opened the agenda for additions.

Added under New Business:

      (f) Ed Clayton

      (g) Manuals

      (h)  Letter to Howard Dean 

Minutes of the meeting of October 26, 2006 were circulated for review.

Amendments:

1.  Change “raffle” to “door prizes”

2.  Corrected spelling of “Mirikitani”

Treasurer Jake Manegdeg was absent but submitted a written report.  There were disbursements of $2,403.50 for the Waipahu Rally for tents and KNDI radio.  $900.00 was donated.  There is a balance of $8,601.73 in the treasury as of November 30, 2006.  

Charley Ice reported that the Waipahu Rally was a success with between 250-500 people and a number of elected officials attending.

Chuck Prentiss reported that five of the seven seats in his region are now Democratic.

Debi Hartman reported on poll watching for the General Election.  There were poll watchers at eighteen districts, but sixteen were not covered.  Nearly all precincts were covered.  At the command center there were 25-30 students from BYU-Hawaii and UH-Manoa helping out.  When poll watchers called in with complaints or other information, the students made notes and reported to Annelle or Debi for resolution.  When not taking calls the students made cold calls to the Democratic voter lists with voting reminders.  There were also follow up calls throughout the day.

The sixteen districts without poll watchers especially were called and good information gained, i.e. change of addresses, name and/or phone numbers.  There were no really negative incidents.  The data will be input and Oahu County records will be updated and reviewed to be as accurate as possible.  The County chair will send out letters and/or notice cards inviting people to become active, join or re-join the Democratic Party.

The analysis is not complete on whether poor turnouts were in contested or uncontested districts, but hope to have an answer soon.  The plan is to survey certain districts then compile, analyze, target and support the districts and candidates with good data.  District 17 will be the model.  Unions did good job of Walk and Talk in districts.

Two questions need to be answered:  Is the party designation still recorded in the precinct poll book?  At what point in time are voters purged from the voter lists for not voting? 

Chair Amaral added to the report that it was very disappointing when Young Democrats offered to help with canvassing.  It was suggested that they assist with District 17 but they wanted to canvass Manoa.   They said they would have 15 canvassers and agreed to do a “walk/talk” of one precinct, but ended up with only two canvassers and very poor results.  The YD’s also offered to be poll watchers then pulled out two days before election, too late to get replacements certified by the State Elections office for twelve precincts.

Glenn Ida reported on the December 9th  44th Kaneohe Annual Christmas Parade, one of the longest in its history.  Unit 76-A will be walking.  Anyone wanting to join in can meet at the Windward Mall staging area at 8:30 for a 10:00 start.  Glenn has a few Democratic Party tee shirts, XL – XXL, to give away.  Entry fee was $40.00.  Candidates have been invited to march.

Chair Amaral explained that she received a same-day request to immediately pay radio station KNDI for three hours of live coverage for the Waipahu Rally on October 16, 2006.  Without adequate time to contact the Executive committee for an approval, she made the expenditure of $1600.00 from the County committee treasury.  As it was an unapproved expenditure, Amaral offered to pay for it personally.  The members felt it was the correct decision under the circumstances and voted for OCC to cover the expense out of the OCC treasury.

Helen Rauer circulated flyers, explained the purpose and asked for kokua for the Good Neighbor Store to be held at Jefferson School on December 11, co-sponsored by Team Aloha and the Oahu County Democratic Party.   It’s recognized as worthy of support.

A process is being set up to work on resolutions coming from the County Convention.  After consultation with resolution authors, the Resolutions Committee has started to identify resolutions for introduction into the legislature as: (1) Bill for an Act; (2) Resolution; (3) Transmittal only; (4) Concept only.  Talking points need to be prepared in consult with authors and lead persons for legislative response identified.  The Chair will draft paragraphs for the Concept resolutions.   The Chair will be meeting with the State Resolutions Committee on December 10 to discuss the State process.  

The Legislature is putting together the majority package now so there is a need to move quickly.  There may be some overlap from other county conventions but not known right now.  If good ideas were amended out in the State convention the County expression can be attached.

Charley Ice offered to Chair the Organizing committee and has some ideas for party building all year round not only in election years.

Covered previously by Debi Hartman.

The Chair suggested a special convention that can be used to provide workshops on subjects such as skill building, party building, candidate recruitment, public relations, and preparation for the legislature in the months or August or September.  Rich Halverson volunteered to serve as Co-Honcho and will attempt to recruit a second Co-Honcho.

The Chair said that there is still some furniture and equipment in the former Queen Street office that needs to be moved or another month’s rent will have to be paid.  Anyone that has a truck is asked to help move things out.  Glenn Ida volunteered to assist and will coordinate with the Chair to open up the building and move things to Democratic headquarters.

With much regret, the Chair announced the resignation of Ed Clayton from the OCC Executive Committee due to additional work on a congressional matter.   Clayton will be missed as a willing volunteer for Democratic Party projects.   

 Amy Monk described the difficulties that Dist. 17 encountered to get out a mail piece, and to put together a fundraising event.  It would seem that a Duty Manual would help all districts to know how to do some basic things.  Amy Monk offered to work on this project and her offer was gratefully accepted by the Chair.  

It was pointed out that the assistance from Governor Howard Dean   in supporting the State party and the building of grassroots effort assured our success this past election and should be acknowledged.  Jo-Ann Adams offered to draft a thank you letter.  It was mentioned that Barbara Boxer helped too, and several other acknowledgement letters should go out – including to Randy Iwase.  It was also suggested that a joyous message be sent out as part of a grass-roots campaign.  

Since there are a number of Deputy Chair positions open the Chair designated Rich Halverson and Amy Monk as Deputy Chairs.

There will be a fundraiser for Randy Iwase at the Moanalua Golf Course on December 16, 2006.

The next meeting of the Oahu County Committee will be on December 28, 2006 at 6:00 p.m. at Democratic Headquarters.  Everyone is urged to bring festive things to eat.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.


	Motion to approve as amended.

MSC: Dave Monk/Rich Halverson 

Minutes approved unanimously.

Motion to approve:

MSC: Andrei Soto/Bill Woods-Bateman.

Approved subject to audit.

Motion to approve $1600 from the OCC fund for live radio coverage at Waipahu Rally on October 16.  MSC: Lynn Matusow/Bill Woods-Bateman.  Unanimous approval. 

Motion to approve a special convention as described. MSC: Lynn Matusow/Chuck Prentiss.

Unanimous approval.

Jo-Ann Adams will draft a letter for Chair Amaral’s signature.




