Democratic Party of Hawaii - Oahu County Committee General Membership Meeting Minutes

DATE:
July 28, 2007

TIME:

10:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Waipahu District Park

PRESENT:
Annelle Amaral (Chair), Jake Manegdeg (#31-03), Chuck Prentiss (#19-09),  Debi Hartmann (#47-01), Karl Minke (#28-04), Lisa Dickey (#31-03), Allicyn Tasaka (Vice Chair), Pedro E. Racelis, Jr.(#33-03), Pedro E. Racelis, III (#33-03), Albert Lewis(#51), Bill Woods-Bateman(#30-01), Tom Dickey (#31-03), Lynne Matusow, Henry Aquino(#35-6), Andrei Soto(#17-6), Issac Ocenar(#35-5), Chris Lewis(#43-6), Ann Oshiro Kauwe(#31), H.Louise Essenstyn, Jan Sonrias, Larry Moore(#45), R. Scott Belford(#43), Tina Morgan(#43), David Hafner(#50-7), Mike Abe(#19), Guy Archer(#21), Kekoa McClellay(Region3), Makana Shook(#25-7) 

	AGENDA ITEM
	
DISCUSSION
	
MOTION/ACTION

	I    Call to Order

II. Approval of  Minutes

III. Treasurer’s Report

IV  District Concerns

V.  Reports from Region Chairs

VI. Reports from Deputy Chairs

VII. Old Business

VIII. New Business

IX. Announcements


X. Next Meeting

XI. Adjournment


	Chair Annelle Amaral called the meeting to order at 10:05am. She announced that the OCC general membership meetings will be held every other month instead of monthly. The executive committee will meet on the alternating months. She thanked Chris Lewis for hosting the meeting at Waipahu District Park.

 The meeting held on June 28, 2007 was a legislative briefing with Rep. Kirk Caldwell,  Rep. Karl Rhoads, Rep. Della Au Bellati, Rep. Tom Brower and Sen. Les Ihara. There are no minutes of that meeting.

Treasurer Jake Manegdeg  reported the balance to date is $3,983.50.  Between July 1, to July 31, 2007, donations for the movie  “Sicko” were received from Richard Port, John Adams, John Bickel, Mazie Hirono, Peter Matsura, Carl Takamura, Patricia Card for total revenue of $200. No disbursements during the same period. Chair Amaral is soliciting Senators to help raise funds for OCC. 

Chris Lewis: In the Waipahu area affordable housing is an issue. Campbell Estate is expanding, more jobs will become available and certain percentage of land is supposed to be set aside for affordable housing. The current cost of $350,000 is not “affordable housing.” The Land Use Commission is holding a hearing on this issue August 9 and he encouraged people to testify to support county zoning that designates urban lands for affordable housing. 

David Hafner: On the windward side, light industrial zoned areas are causing a higher dependency on mass transit.

Sharon _____ of Makakilo: Why did the Department of Education take over mental health for school children? The Felix law is not serving kids who need help. Schools give runaround and putting children in situations that are not helpful to them. 

Region I – Andrei Soto: Region I will be hosting the next general membership meeting on Saturday, September 22 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Kapiolani Community College. (date has been changed to September 29.)

Region II – Wendall Hosea: No Report.

Region III – Kekoa McClellen: Introduced himself as the new chair for the region replacing Gladys Quinto. Chair Amaral announced that a formal vote by the members should be taken to officially approve McClellen’s position.

Region IV – Maurice Morita: No Report.

Ann Oshiro-Kauwe  reported she is planning to hold a district meeting soon.

Bill Woods-Bateman said he is also planning to call a meeting to dialogue on issues to pursue in the future and to promote people to fill vacancies in his district.

Region V – Charley Ice: No Report.

Region VI – Vacant: No Report.

Region VII – Henry Aquino: Thanked people for attending the meeting. Thanked R. Scott Belford for running a good race in the last election.

Region VIII – Vacant: No Report.

Region IX – Chuck Prentiss reported a good turnout for the July 4th parade in Kailua. Democrats distributed 8,000 ice pops that were very well received on the hot sultry day. Their trolley was also popular. He reported that they spent $630 of the $950 budgeted for the parade. The State Party donated $500, Rep. Tommy Waters donated $250, and OCC donated $200. Windward Women Democrats will be  holding their annual Patsy T. Mink memorial luncheon on Saturday, October 6 at the Mid-Pacific Country Club. The emcee will be Joan Manke.

Legislative Committee – Debi Hartmann

Organization Committee – Charley Ice, Region Chair

Conference Committee – Allicyn Tasaka

An all day skills building conference is being planned for Saturday, November 3 at Dole Cannery Ballrooms.  A proposal by Projects & Events Unlimited  for the logistical management coordination pre and on day of  the conference was submitted for approval.

Chair Amaral said attendees will hopefully gain knowledge and practical tools and methods to increase political participation, organize communities, communications, public and media relations savvy, how to lobby and be an effective advocate, and how to raise money.

David Hefner would like to see training for caucuses, a support training component, training connected to build excitement to Presidential campaign, and how to clearly articulate issues.

Al Lewis would like to see video hookups with Presidential candidates that allows for audience participation such as the “UTube” concept seen in recent debates.

Chris Lewis says we need training for our  districts and for the upcoming elections.

Old Business –

A. Office Move: new space – State and County

The State Party has moved out of its headquarters on South King Street and has moved to Ward Warehouse, 2nd floor offices.  Staff member Makana Shook reports that it’s hoped that the new space will be able to accommodate caucuses to hold their meetings there. 

The OCC also moved its equipment and furniture to various residences on a temporary basis until a more permanent location is secured. The OCC phone is hooked up and Debi Hartmann retrieves messages and email messages regularly – we are currently a “virtual office.” The Chair and others are researching available office spaces that may be suitable for headquarters. A request has been made to Congressman Neil Abercrombie to temporarily rent out space from his headquarters at Ward Warehouse. The request is pending.

B. Fundraising: House and Senate Initiatives

Chair Amaral will be asking Senate leadership to donate to OCC. She has asked the regional chairs to ask their House and Senate representatives for money and recommends $1,000 from House members and $2,000 from Senate members.

House Speaker Calvin Say has approached OCC to conduct a huli huli chicken sale. Chair Amaral is working with Speaker Say on the logistics. 

Super Tuesday has been moved up to February 19, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. The meeting is important because members will be able to cast their votes for presidential candidates. Notice of meeting must be posted by December 1, 2007.

The Hawaii Women’s Political Caucus will be honoring Senate President Colleen Hanabusa and Senator Roz Baker on Tuesday, August 14 at the Waikiki Yacht Club from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Program will also include remarks from freshmen legislators Sen. Jill Tokuda, Rep. Karen Awana and Rep. Della Au Belatti.

If you have not received your Democratic Party membership card, please inform Makana Shook and she will follow up.

The next meeting has been scheduled for Saturday, September 22 at 10:00 a.m. at Kapiolani Community College. The agenda will devote substantial time on the coordination of the presidential caucuses set for February 19, 2008.


	Motion to approve Treasurer’s report for July 2007, pending audit.MSC: Jake Manegdeg / Arvid Youngquist

Minutes approved unanimously.

Motion for OCC to take a stand and support county zoning that designates urban lands for affordable housing at the August 9 Land Use Commission hearing.

MSC: Chris Lewis / Bill Woods-Bateman

Motion approved unanimously.

Debi Hartmann aid she would talk with Sharon after the meeting to discuss this further.

Motion to approve Kekoa McClellen as chair for Region III, effective immediately.

MSC: Karl Minke / Bill Woods-Bateman

Motion was approved unanimously.

Deferred.

Deferred.

Motion to accept contracting Projects & Events Unlimited for $6,000 to assist in the coordination of the OCC conference on November 3, 2007 was made by Chair Amaral.

Motion was approved with one nay vote.

Motion to approve that the OCC hold a conference on November 3, 2007 from 9am to 3pm that includes breakfast and lunch and the tentative registration fee be $45.

MSC:  Lynne Matusow / Bill Woods-Bateman

Motion was approved unanimously.

Motion to approve the focus of the OCC conference be confined to the Presidential campaign and candidates.

MSC: Mike Abe / Al Lewis

Friendly amendment to motion that the OCC conference be a skills building training session that adds an element that incorporates the Presidential campaign as seen fit by the planning committee.

MSC: Kekoa McClellay / Lynne Matusow

Amended motion was approved by a vote of 13 yes and 2 nays.

Bill Woods-Bateman has volunteered to take the lead to work with Deputy Chairs to prepare for the presidential caucuses. Debi Hartmann will be his co-chair. Lynne Matusow will also work with them.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:20 p.m.




Respectfully submitted:  Allicyn Tasaka 
