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Oahu County Committee, Democratic Party of Hawaii

Date: March 22, 2007; Location: Democratic Party Headquarters

Attendance: Haywood Chang (18-5), Amy Monk (17-7), Chris Lewis (Reg. VII), Chuck Prentiss (Reg. IX), Lynne Matusow (State Central), Lei Learmont (39 ), Audrey Abe (19), Michael Abe (19), Andrei Soto (Region I), Jim Wood (49), Carl Takamura (17), Glenn Oamilda (24), Wendell Hosea (Region II), Arvid Youngquist (27-5), Larry Meacham (21), Tom Dickey (31-3), Lisa Dickey (31-3), Ann Oshiro Kauwe(31-4), Rachel Orange (20), Karl Minke (28), David Wallenstein (47), Makana Shook (25-7), Kekoa McClellan (25-7), Glenn Ida (48), Nathan Nitta, Annelle Amaral (OCC chair), Allicyn Tasaka (OCC v-chair), Jalna Keala (OCC secretary), Debi Hartmann (OCC Dep.chair), Lee Ann Tokuhara (volunteer), Maurice Morita (Reg. IV) 

	  Agenda item
	Discussion
	Action

	Call to order

Minutes of Feb. 22,  2007

Treasurer’s Report

Regional Reports 

Region II

Region I 

Region III 

Region IV 

Region V
Region VI
Region VII 

Region VIII

Region IX 

Deputy Chairs

(Interruption for Guest announcement)

Deputy chairs, continued

Discussion

Conference

Resource Manual

Communication

Old Business

Queen Street Office

State Elections Officer

Delegate selection

Regional meetings
	Chair Annelle Amaral called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. and asked those present to respond as she called attendance.  The Chair asked if there were any additional items for the agenda and there were none.

Minutes were corrected to add Karl Minke’s name to the list of those attending and then approved.

The Treasurer was not present and there being no updated report it was moved and seconded to accept the last report of January 25, 2007 subject to audit.

Oamilda had questions with regard to past chicken sales and the method by which proceeds are funneled to the districts.  He was referred to the Treasurer who has the records of ticket sales.  It was also stated that chicken ticket sales this year will be distributed at the conference in October, not in June.

Wendell Hosea reported that he is contacting legislators with regard to OCC fund raising.

Chair Soto has contacted his district chairs and called a meeting for April 4 at Democratic Headquarters.  He also opened it to precinct officers.

No report.  Position is vacant.

Chair Maurice Morita had no report.

Chair Charley Ice reported that he is trying to have conversations with district chairs to identify areas of interest.

Lei Learmont, representing the region, reported that they held a mid-session gathering with 35 people in attendance and are planning another one for post session.

Chair Chris Lewis reported that he held a leadership meeting March 27 and invited precinct and district officials.  He said the legislators did not return his calls.  The Region is hosing a general membership meeting and showing “An Inconvenient Truth” at 7:00 p.m. on April 16 at Waipahu District Park as a means to get people interested in the party.  He asked Chair Amaral if she would hold one of her meetings in Region VII and Amaral said it would be taken up under New Business on the agenda. 

There was no report or representation from this region.

Chair Chuck Prentiss reported that they are still working on a regional calendar.  Most recently have been working on the Neighborhood Board elections.  They sent flyers to Kailua-Kaneohe-Waimnalo for Democrats in sub-districts.  They recently discovered that Districts can have their own platforms.

Debi Hartmann, Legislative Committee, introduced volunteer LeeAnn Tokuhara who is tracking legislation.  Hartmann described their tracking process and said the file is always available for OCC members with testimonies, committee reports, etc., and has had some interaction with Bart Dame, State Legislative Chair.  Chair Amaral did a quick recap of OCC bills that are still moving.  To the question of what criteria was used to introduce bill, Amaral explained that OCC took the ten resolutions introduced by OCC at the State Convention for introduction to the State committee who then added three more.  

At this point, Chair Amaral interrupted the meeting to recognize Carl Takayama (representative for Congresswoman Mazie Hirono) who had to leave for another engagement.  He wanted OCC to know that Hirono would be trying out a new method of outreach “Congress on Your Corner” and will be in districts and neighborhoods to meet with constituents.  Saturday, April 10 she will be at Tamura’s in Wahiawa and on April 6, 9, and 12 would be at Kapolei Hale.  Appointments were suggested by calling 561-1986.

Hartmann said that there would be a summary sheet for OCC at the end of the session and encouraged those present to become involved in the resolution process at Democratic convention. 

While on legislation and resolutions, there was a discussion of using resolutions to introduce grass root issues, then use a de-briefing to get people interested following convention and follow through with legislation.  There was a suggestion to let the elected officials do the de-briefing after session to come at issues from both sides.  It could also build bridges with those elected.  Possibly two rounds in a non-confrontational setting since the “electeds” may need help.

Issues may come up for the “electeds” to hear, and it may be a way to bridge the “disconnect”.  Looking for dialogue to help create the legislative package as party driven rather than individual/candidate driven.  Possibly act in phases by groups.  Sparky Rodrigues offered to help train OCC members on use of Olelo public television.   Information can be put on tape as an educational tool for the Party.

Need clarity on the process used to send resolutions from convention to the legislature for action.  All Democratic convention resos were sent to all Democratic legislators and attention was drawn to work of the Party as a collective, not individuals.  

The conference will be a Saturday and Sunday in October, possibly the 13th or 20th.  On the agenda will be the development of leadership and other skills for Democrats.  Rich Halverson is distributing a pre-conference survey to Oahu Democrats.  Probably for a day or day and a half for 200-250 people.   Committees are being developed for logistics, fundraising.  Training could include: how to conduct meetings, how to communicate with the media, how to write resolutions, legislation, and more.  Can OCC use the conference to examine presidential candidate platforms?  Want conference to establish that Democrats stand for something, a definition for grass root understanding.

Amy Monk asked that people who had conducted failed and/or successful events and projects please call her at 396-5959 as she is gathering research.  She also announced that “An Inconvenient Truth” is available at public libraries for a small fee and can be used in coffee hours, meetings, etc.

Tony Campagna announced that he has an April deadline to get out the first newsletter.

Amaral announced that OCC is finally out of the Queen Street office.  All equipment that could not be used by OCC was donated to a non-profit.  She also announced that the State Party is showing the current headquarters, expects it to be rented, and may take a smaller space.

As directed by OCC, Chair Amaral wrote a letter urging the election commission to conduct a national search for the best possible candidate for the position.  Amaral also attended the election commission meeting where Rex Quedilla, a former communications specialist at the Office of Elections, was chosen interim head.  She said that the commission is still deadlocked and has not chosen a chair for the past three years.  Amaral will work on a certificate of appreciation as directed by OCC.

There is a suggested plan for Hawaii delegate selections to the National convention on the OCC website and comments are being solicited up until March 31.  There is included a lot of language from the Democratic National Committee.

Chris Lewis has invited OCC to hold one of its meetings in Region VII (Ewa).  This offer to hold meetings in the regions was made some time ago by Chair Amaral who is again making the offer and would be willing to change dates and hours to accommodate the regions and let the regions host.  A motion to hold meetings in various regions, then in Honolulu, on a rotating basis was approved.

It was pointed out that there is a quarterly minimum requirement for OCC meetings in the rules, and that 6:00 meetings in some areas may not be possible.  It should be possible to change meeting hours so people can attend.  District chairs will have to be updated.

No vote taken, lack of quorum.  Meeting adjourned at 7:45pm.  


	Motion to approve by Prentiss, second by Soto.

Minke moved, Ice seconded.

Motion by Charley Ice, second by Oamilda. 




